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MEXICAN WAR. 

BY J. P. BLANCHAED. 

By the good providence of God, our beloved country has escaped the 
calamity of a ruinous war with a mighty nation allied to us in origin, 
language and political sentiments ; but on the very eve of this reconcilia- 
tion we have found ourselves involved in a sanguinary conflict with a sis- 
ter republic. We have felt the necessity of an audible and bold exposi- 
tion of our views at the present crisis, and the duty of giving encourage- 
ment to the bursting expression of many good men, of their repugnance 
to this war. 

In the name of Christ our master, then, and of all Christian friends of 
peace, and with a full sense of the responsibility such an assumed authority 
involves, we solemnly utter our calm, but decisive protest against every 
war in which this nation can possibly be engaged. Placed by the bless- 
ing of Divine providence in a position free from every actual danger, 
unless wantonly incurred, we cannot have even the cowardly and faithless 
plea of political necessity for any hostility with foreign powers. We say 
nothing now of the late apprehensions of war with Great Britain ; for we 
regard that danger as past ; and we believe that every heart in the 
United States — excepting a few reckless spirits — rejoices in its dissipa- 
tion ; but confining our view to the existing war with Mexico, we hesitate 
not to declare — as our deliberate judgment ; and we believe that of every 
undeluded Christian in the world — it is, on the part of our Government, 
one of unprincipled depravity, of unmitigated sin. Even on the illiberal 
maxims of international law, the invasion of a disputed territory in pos- 
session of a foreign power is a hostile act, a commencement of offensive 
war ; and all the complaints urged against the perfidy or injustice of 
Mexico, if true to the letter, could not justify the military occupation of 
her land and the robbery and murder of her people. 

But we claim attention for a higher law than the corrupt " law of na- 
tions." We regard the precepts of Christ, recorded in the New Testa- 
ment, as the authorized enactments of the law of God, binding alike on 
each individual soul, and on every individual when congregated into na- 
tions, who acknowledges allegiance to that sacred authority. We entrust 
power to our rulers with the implied understanding that they recognize 
this authority; and it is our right and duty to protest against any glaring 
violation of its laws, as treason to the sovereignty of the Most High. 
Applying this principle to the case before us, we say, that while there 
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was no pretence that our independence or prosperity was in danger from 
Mexico, whatever might have been the injustice of her conduct, whatever 
injuries she may have inflicted or provocations she may have given, the 
Christian law of love, forbearance, long-suffering, forgiveness, will not 
justify the invasion and desolation of her territory, and the slaughter and 
impoverishment of her people. We raise no question here on the right of 
national self-defence in case of actual, unprovoked invasion. Those who 
have full faith in the guaranty of our Lord for protection, and those who 
interpret his precepts in consistency with military provisions for defence, 
are in unison on this occasion. The unjust and unnecessary war now 
waged with Mexico must be condemned, on religious principles, by every 
person pretending to the name of " Christian." 

We deem it important to give our views of a position taken by many 
citizens, some of whom we highly respect, which seems to us a delusion, 
leading them to overlook one of the plainest principles of Christian mor- 
ality. We hear it said by such persons, that although it is right to use 
every legitimate influence to prevent an unjust war when only proposed, 
yet when such war is declared or brought on us by our Government, it 
is our duty to unite, and give every aid to its prosecution, that it may be 
brought to a speedy termination; that all opposition, even moral opposi- 
tion, is treason to the country. The reason here given for co-operation 
implies, that the cessation or protraction of the war lies with the adver- 
sary nation, even in a case where it is acknowledged that our own is the 
aggressor ; and that such nation must be beaten into submission before 
peace can be restored ; but according to the principles of these very reas- 
oners — when applied to our own country — as such a nation is fighting in 
self-defence, it ought not to sue for peace while a foreign foe is on its land ; 
but, if a high spirited people, should be reduced almost to extinction, be- 
fore it should submit to the degrading terms dictated by a victorious ar- 
my ; and therefore while it has power to fight, will protract the contest 
as long as injustice is enforced upon it. The discontinuance of war with 
Mexico then, lies with our own Government ; and the true course of 
those who desire a speedy peace is to induce this Government to recede 
from its unjust aggression, and offer reasonable terms of settlement ; and 
this can only be done, by withholding support from the war and giving 
every moral obstruction to it. 

But it is not the demonstrable impolicy, but the immorality of princi- 
ple, in the position taken, to which we most strongly object. We can- 
not " do evil that good may come." War — certainly aggressive war — is 
murder, robbery, arson, fraud, licentiousness ; it comprises every crime, 
15* 
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on a great scale ; it differs from private crime, not at all in character, 
but only in amount ; it is no more innocent in a government or a nation 
than in an individual ; and no multitude of co-operators can discharge or 
diminish the personal culpability of every perpetrator. To give aid, sup- 
port or encouragement of any kind to such war, is to participate in its 
guilt. It matters not that the war has commenced and is in existence ; 
all human laws as well as common sense condemn, in a crime, an " acces- 
sory after the fact," as well as an " accessory before the fact." Neither 
can any individual cast off his responsibility upon his Government, by 
pleading his allegiance to it, and the Divine injunction to submit to its 
laws. Forcible resistance to Government, no Christian advocates. Sub- 
mission is one thing ; support or co-operation another. The Divine 
Sovereignty is paramount to all human government ; and God has not 
given permission to his subjects to assist any earthly rulers in their re- 
bellion against himself. 

These considerations, showing that Christians ought not to give sup- 
port to criminal war, will also prove that it is their duty to give every 
moral opposition to it ; for indifferent observation of crime is a quiescent 
assent to it, and often proves a passive support. If we believe our rulers 
and people are committing enormous sin, under deep delusion, it is our 
duty to them as well as to God, to awaken their consciences to a full per- 
ception of the reality and magnitude of their guilt. In a popular govern- 
ment, especially, it is our political, as well as our religious duty, to 
combine the true Christian sentiment of the country in open, legitimate 
opposition to the corrupt military oppression, the a nti- Christian engage- 
ment, in which the innocent as well as the guilty are involved. 

For these considerations we would call earnestly and affectionately ou 
every true Christian patriot in our land, especially all who, from their po- 
sition as ministers of the Gospel, or as eminent in wealth or station, pos- 
sess an influence with the people, to bear their mild, but firm and undis- 
guised testimony against the war in which we are now engaged ; and 
every mode of co-operation with it. 

Let it be distinctly seen that we regard not the dispositions of the Mex- 
icans ; but that we expect from our own Government a recession from 
their unjust demands, a contentment with our present boundaries, and 
such generous terms of peace as will be the only security for mutual am- 
ity, and the truest redemption of our national honor ; and let this voice 
be heard so that it may reach our national legislature, and all the excited 
war-maksrs of the country, and cause them to pause in their insane and 
vicious career. So, and so only, shall our Christian duty be discharged. 
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We believe that the impotency of the peace sentiment lies only in its 
want of developement. Let the friends of peace appear and countenance 
each other, and they will be surprized at their own strength. Neither in 
numbers, ability or respectability will they be found inadequate to their 
task. If they were however so few and obscure as many think, they 
need not despair of success, by moral influence, in so holy a cause as this. 
It has been more than once, the method of Divine providence to choose 
" the foolish things of the world to confound the wise," and " the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty," and when 
we are sure that we are upholding principles ordained and enjoined by 
God in the Gospel of his Son, in opposition to those of Pagan origin, ab- 
horrent to his disposition, a full faith in the support of his omnipotence is 
the most rational and safest reliance for success. Let not then the Chris- 
tian friends of peace in faithless pussillanimity shrink from their sublime 
mission of universal and perpetual peace. 

The spirit of reforming benevolence now awake in the world heeds 
not the frown of mighty customs, however "time honored" ; it points 
to upheaving changes in the corrupt institutions of society yet wrapped in 
mystery. This is not the season for apathy with the philanthropist ; his 
zeal and self-devotion are now called on as a duty. At this moment, 
when the predominance of the peace or war principle is placed in our 
hands, we are appalled at our responsibility for human destiny ; we 
would have each of our fellow citizens alarmed for his own. "We would 
point the war-maker and the war-supporter to the banks of the Rio Bra- 
vo, and the fields of Tamaulipas, and as he surveys the mangled and ex- 
piring bodies on the arena of battle, the smoking villages, the crowded 
hospitals, the weeping families and the starving peasantry, we would di- 
rect his eyes upwards to the future tribunal of the " King of kings," when 
he shall " sit on the throne of his glory," and ask him what judgment he 
can expect as the recompense of his agency in the promotion of this scene 
of horrors ; and we would turn to the " peace-makers" who by their 
voices, pens and exertions shall be truly so in this momentous crisis ; we 
would remind them that " they shall be called the children of God," and 
we would direct their prophetic vision to the happy and prosperous era, 
when the sword of war shall be beaten into the ploughshare of industry ; 
when the Lion of power shall lie down with the lamb of love ; when the 
oppressions and degradation of men, engendered or sustained by war, 
shall be merged in universal competence, and the unbroken harmony of 
mutual commerce and fraternal affection shall encircle every region of 
the Globe. 



